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February 25,1998 

Ms. Marie E. Galindo 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Midland 
P.O. Box 1152 
Midland. Texas 79702-l 152 

OR98-0530 

Dear Ms. Galindo: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under chapter 
552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 112993. 

The City of Midland (the “city”) received a request for information “regarding any past due 
balances that are owed to the City ofMidland from Avion Flight Centre, Inc.” You contend that this 
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.104 of the Government 
Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and have reviewed the documents at issue. 

Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure information considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision. We are not aware of, and you have not 
referred us to, any law that would make the requested information confidential. Thus, we conclude 
that the information is not excepted from disclosure under section 552.10 1. 

Section 552.104 excepts from disclosure “information that, if released, wonld give advantage 
to a competitor or bidder.” The purpose of this exception is to protect a governmental body’s 
interests in competitive bidding situations. See Open Records Decision No. 592 (1991). Section 
552.104 requires a showing of some actual or specific harm in a particular competitive situation; a 
general allegation that a competitor will gain an unfair advantage will not suffice. Open Records 
Decision No. 541 (1990) at 4. Section 552.104 generally does not except information relating to 
competitive bidding situations once a contract has been awarded. Open Records Decision Nos. 306 
(1982); 184 (1978). Having carefully considered your arguments, we find that you have not 
established that section 552.104 protects the requested information from disclosure. See Open 
Records Decision No. 385 (1983) (governmental body’s accounts receivable generally public). 
Accordingly, we conclude that the city must release the information to the requestor. 
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We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a published open 
records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue under the facts presented 
to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous determination regarding any other 
records. If you have any questions about this ruling, please contact our office. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

KBWch 

ReE ID# 112993 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

CC: Mr. Jack Bagwell 
Aero Mod Service 
P.O. Box 60314 A.T.S. 
Midland, Texas 79711 
(w/o enclosures) 


